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which connects her indissolubly with apostolic times, I could be drawn still more forcibly toward her by that wonderful system of organized benevolence which she has established for the alleviation and comfort of suffering humanity.
Let us briefly review what the Catholic Church has done for the elevation and betterment of humanity:
1.  The Catholic Church has purified society in its very fountain, which is the marriage bond.    She has invariably proclaimed the unity and sanctity and indissolubility of the marriage tie by saying with her founder that: " What God hath joined together, let no man put asunder."   Wives and mothers never forget that the inviolability of the marriage contract is the palladium of your womanly dignity and of your Christian liberty.   And if you are no longer the slaves of man and the toy of his caprice, like the wives of Asiatic countries, but the peers and partners of your husbands;   if you are no longer tenants at will, like the wives of pagan Greece and Rome, but the mistresses of your households; if you are no longer confronted by uprising rivals, like Mohammedan and Mormon wives, but are the queens of domestic kingdoms, you are indebted for this priceless boon to the ancient Church, and particularly to the Roman pontiffs who inflexibly upheld the sa-credness of the nuptial bond against the arbitrary powers of kings, the lust of nobles, and the lax and pernicious legislation of civil governments.
2.  The Catholic religion has proclaimed the sanctity of human life as soon as the body is animated with the vital spark. Infanticide was a dark stain on pagan civilization.   It was universal in Greece with the exception of Thebes.   It was sanctified and even sometimes enjoined by such eminent Greeks as Plato and Aristotle, Solon and Lycurgus.   The destruction of infants was also very common among the Romans.   Nor was there any legal check to this inhuman crime, except at rare intervals.   The father had the power of life and death over his child.   And as an evidence that human nature does not improve with time and is everywhere the same, unless it is permeated with the leaven of Christianity, the wafaton sacrifice of infant life is probably as general to-day in China and other heathen countries as it was in ancient Greece and Rome.   The Catholic Church has sternly set her face against this exposure